
Annual General Meeting 
December 13, 2021



7:30pm - 7:40pm Welcome

7:40pm - 8:45pm Annual General Meeting 
and Election

Agenda



2021 Year in Review



2021 AWC Berlin Board of Directors
President Shweta Gupta

1st Vice President - Membership Silvia Malo

2nd Vice President - Programming Kathy Lyon

Treasurer Twana Rhodes

Secretary Melanie Baur



AWC Berlin History
 



We’re Listening …
 

2021 VOICE OF THE MEMBER SURVEY

➢ 34% of members participated!
➢ Reasons for joining 

○ Sociability 
○ Meeting New People

➢ In-person vs. Virtual Programming
➢ Programs?

○ Social 
○ Cultural 
○ Personal Development



Membership
Silvia Malo, 1st Vice President - Membership



Us, Today
● 259 Members, of which 54 joined this year and from 25 countries. From 

Finland to Malaysia!
○ We come from all walks of life:

■ lawyers, artists (including opera singers, painters, ceramists,  
writers, actresses), gallery owners, professors and teachers, 
medical doctors, bloggers, restaurateurs, engineers, scientists, 
diplomats, architects, stylists, photographers, even a pilot!
● And, yes, many of us are housewives constantly taking care 

of tomorrow’s men and women. 

SO BRAVO TO US, TO ALL OF US!



2021 Review
 In 2021 we created a community that is

Strong
Fun

Committed

And we hope to continue like this for 2022 and many more 
years to come!



2021 Review
● Continued efforts to welcome everybody via New Member events 

via zoom for the first half of the year. The last New Member 
events were FINALLY IN-PERSON (and amazing!)

● In order to strengthen our sense of community, we are focusing 
our efforts in the NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS:

○ Wilmersdorf-Schöneberg is busy with Sahar and her cooking 
detectivesque endeavors…



2021 Review
● Prenzlauer Berg is keeping it cool as a cucumber with Melanie

● Westend meets at the park and chills with My-Linh

● Kreuzberg is about to get it going

● Mitte is beginning to look good

● But Berlin is big and we still have areas without coordinators… 
just saying…



2021 Review
● We came together as a community to support multiple programs, 

local and global

○ Ronald McDonald House in Berlin
○ The Ascend program in Afghanistan
○ The Papatya House in Berlin
○ Fawco Target Project

(more about this in our Philanthropy and Fawco sections!)



Our 2022 Outlook
The pandemic has made us see that the human touch-point is what makes us stronger as 

a community. We hope to continue to

➔ Strengthen our AWC Member community supporting, helping and empowering 

each other!

◆ Encourage SAFE social interaction.

◆ Engage members to become more active in our charity and community 

outreach efforts.

◆ Empower members to be more involved in ideating and executing events 

and programs that are fun, interesting and benefit us all!



Programs
Kathy Lyon, 2nd Vice President - Programs



Our goal is to create programs 
that
● connect our members to one 

another and to their community; 
● open new doors for members, 

both professionally and personally; 
● and embrace the cultural and 

historical riches of Berlin.



The year in 
numbers

27 members offered their 
time and talents to make 

260 events happen

for 305 participants.



From Zoom 
to In-Person 

Events



One volunteer makes it all possible, 
our Calendar Manager, June Lee.



Arts & Culture

Brought to you by the Culture Team





Art Object of 
the Month













Learning & Personal 
Development



Monthly Membership Meetings

● Jade Keller on child trafficking
● Corinna Ter-Nedden on our local charity, Papatya
● Rebecca Donner on her book, All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days
● Sabine Manke on working as a woman in international law enforcement
● Kimberly Marteau Emerson on Human Rights Watch
● Dr. Rebecca Baumann on women's heart health
● Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson on events in Afghanistan and their impact on 

women 
● Claudia Clark on her book about Obama and Merkel









Creativity & Crafts



Fun & Fitness



Socials & Meet-Ups



Looking Ahead

● Vernissage: Antoinette Cauley
● Swap, not Shop
● Face Yoga
● Chase the Winter Blues Away
● [Your Idea Here]



Get Involved: Ask Me How

● Join an event.
● Bring a friend.
● Share your passion.



Financials
Twana Rhodes, Treasurer







2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
VOTE



THE NOMINEES ARE ...

Melanie Baur
Secretary

Twana Rhodes
Treasurer

Kathy Lyon
2nd Vice President - Programs

Silvia Malo
1st Vice President - Membership

Jennifer Post Dräger
President



Opening the 2022 Board of Directors Vote

MOTION NEEDED:

Text of Motion to open the vote:

“I, [insert name], move to open the vote for the complete slate of candidates as the 
2022 AWC Berlin Board of Directors.”



Frances Durocher, FAWCO Representative



FAWCO
FAWCO’s Areas of Work

Philanthropy Alumni in the 
USA



The FAWCO Foundation 

AWC Berlin’s Involvement



AWC Berliners who power FAWCO

Shweta Gupta
● FAWCO Secretary
● Diversity, Inclusion 

Equality & Belonging 
Team My-Linh Kunst

● Youth Program
● Human Rights in 

Focus virtual 
Conference

● FAWCO 
Counselor (former 
president)

Karen Castellon 
● Human Rights in Focus 

virtual Conference 
Co-Chair

● Human Rights Team Chair         Melanie Baur
● Workshops Coordinator



AWC Berliners who power FAWCO

Katja Malinowski
● Sustainable 

Development Goals 
(SDG) Team

Twana Rhodes
● Human Rights Team

Frances Durocher
● FAWCO Club Rep
● Diversity, Inclusion Equality 

& Belonging Team
● Human Rights Team



S.A.F.E. Safe Alternatives to Female Genital Mutilation

“In the Name of Your Daughter” is the documentary film about 
the work of Hope for Girls & Women (Tanzania).

AWC Berlin
$6086



FAWCO Target Fundraiser - Robin Goldsby’s Concert at the Steinway Haus

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WsGyMwC0Qqqnj3HkVqPbRJ1jfzJHPtuC/preview


16 Days of Activism to Eliminate Gender-Based Violence

November 25th - International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women

Thru

December 10th - Human Rights Day 
honors the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights



Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Reading

December 10, 2021 

14 readers 

in 11 languages



Inspiring Women e-magazine



Inspiring Women e-mag

Next issue is

Women and the 
Environment

Please nominate yourself or a Club member for consideration 
by the Inspiring Women magazine team  

Contact Frances at fawco@awcberlin.org



PHILANTHROPY & COMMUNITY
Lissa Rosenbloom, Philanthropy Chair



Philanthropy 2021

From February 17 to March 8, 2021, we conducted our first 
fundraiser for local charity Papatya -  90-Envelopes 
Challenge. With this fundraiser, we will be helping 
PAPATYA update its facilities: replacing flooring for the main 
living area and renovating bedrooms. 

Results: Total Donation to the Campaign: 5721 Euro. Total 
# of donors: 102 (99 AWC, 3 non-members). Adding in 
Cooking Club’s donation of 145 euro and an extra donation 
of 30 euro = TOTAL 5886 Euro raised for Papatya so far.

In August 2021, we launched an 
emergency relief fundraiser for Ascend 
Athletics to help evacuate and resettle 
Ascend staff and participants. 5210 
Euro was raised with the club's 10-day 
matching campaign, combined with 
3735 Euro in direct donations from AWC 
members - totaled 8945 Euro.

In November 2021, we 
raised 1200 euro for the 
FAWCO Target Project with 
a Robin Goldsby concert 
evening at the Steinway 
Haus.

https://awcberlin.wildapricot.org/sys/website/?pageId=18071
https://awcberlin.wildapricot.org/sys/website/?pageId=18071


Community 2021

30 gingerbread houses to the Ronald 
McDonald House Berlin-Wedding.

35 Christmas Angels to Leben 
Lernen.

Friends of Ascend 
Resettlement

- AWC
- BIS
- JFKS



Public Relations
My-Linh Kunst, Public Relations Manager



Social Media (public)

AIWC Cologne - 399 likes, 443 follow
AIWC Düsseldorf - 904 likes, 980 follow
AWC Hamburg - 679 likes, 744 follow
Heidelberg IWC - 272 likes, 314 follow
Munich IWC - 6 likes, 6 follow

AIWC Cologne - 230 followers, 122 following
AIWC Düsseldorf - 121 followers, 58 following
AWC Hamburg - no IG
Heidelberg IWC - 397 followers, 387 following
Munich IWC - no IG

324 
followers
179 
following



Social Media (private groups for members)



Advertising - help wanted: Advertising Manager



Blog - help wanted: blog editor
February 1
El Día de la Candelaria by Silvia Malo

February 10  
Chinese New Year with My Family by June Lee

February 12         
Red Envelopes for Chinese New Year by Daphne 
Chiang-Ratke

March 21      Color 
Me Happy by Shweta Gupta

April 10 
Ramadan by Robina Lillecrapp

May 12   
Finding My Vietnam in Berlin by My-Linh Kunst

September 4                
Rosh Hashanah: The Jewish New Year by Alexandra



Website - facelift 



Did you know? Website  

Summer of Fun-Raising PDF 
Cookbook  (under Philanthropy)

AWC Berlin in the News (under About Us) List of books read by our book clubs 
going back to 2015 (under 
Activities/Arts & Culture/Book Clubs)



Did you know? website - behind log-in

Membership Map
Find your AWC neighbors

Member Recommendations
(Collaged from Facebook postings)

Volunteering Page



AWC Berlin Board of Directors 2022

Melanie Baur
Secretary

Twana Rhodes
Treasurer

Kathy Lyon
2nd Vice President, Programs

Silvia Malo
1st Vice President, Membership

Jennifer Post Draeger
President



VOLUNTEERS 2021



Thank You to our Volunteers 2021
Administrative Support, Web and Social Media Teams:

Hollis Vaughen, Instagram

Alicia Minaya, Web Manager

Kathy Lyon
Rose Finlay, Blog Editors

Gwen Calisch, Newsletter Editor

June Lee, Calendar

Committee Chairs:

Claudia Tessier, Parliamentarian, Constitution 
Chair, Nominating Committee

Lissa Rosenbloom, Philanthropy Chair 

Frances Durocher, FAWCO Representative

**Karen Castellon, FAWCO Representative 
(Jan - Mar 2021)

My-Linh Kunst, Public Relations (Advertising, 
Social Media)



Thank You to our Volunteers 2021

Arts & Culture: Lissa Rosenbloom, My-Linh Kunst, 
Frances Durocher

Blogging Group: Karis Zeller

Book Club: Claudia Tessier, Kathy Lyon, Sara Switzman, 
Rose Finlay 

Community Volunteering: Annie Loupy

Cooking Club: Diana Groehn-Zaniewski, Silvia Malo

Current Events Forum: Karen Castellon, Katrin Voelkner

Dance Party: Suzy Nguyen

Drink-Think-Drink: Janel Schermerhorn

Film & Society: Shweta Gupta, Jade Keller, Adri Oldham

Programs/Activities Coordinators

Game Night: Elizabeth Cox

German Conversation: Katrin Koch, Kathy Lyon, Sieglinde Tuschy, 
Belinda Abraham

Girls Night Out: Elyzabeth Simpson 

Kaffee Klatsch: Silvia Malo

Lunch & Learn: Kathy Lyon

Mahjong: Gillian Hargreaves

Photo Safari Berlin: Arina Francke

Qi Gong & Tai Chi: Suzy Nguyen

Stitch & Bitch: Rose Finlay

Tennis: Ferah Laue



Thank You to our Volunteers 2021

Women & Finance: Suzy Nguyen

Women on the Move: Elizabeth Cox, My-Linh Kunst

Women’s Salon: Arina Francke, Olga Johnston

Women’s Writes: Annie Loupy, Kathy Lyon

Working & Freelancing in Germany: Kathy Lyon

MORE Programs/Activities Coordinators



Questions?



Discharge 2021 Board of Directors / 
Entlastung des Vorstandes

MOTIONS NEEDED:

Text of Motion to discharge 2021 Board:

“I, [insert name], move to relieve the executive board of their 2021 financial 
responsibilities at the completion of their 2021 term.”

Text of Motion to close the AGM:

I, [insert name], move to close the 2021 Annual General Meeting of the American 
Women’s Club of Berlin”


